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Hurons against the Iroquois and by so doing had made
for himself and New France irreconcilable enemies. At
the same time Father Dolbeau established a similar
mission amongst the Montagnais of Saguenay who
already knew the path to the post at Tadoussac.

Their devotion to their task was great; but the
Recollets perceived from the very beginning that their
numbers were not sufficient. The harvest was great,
the harvesters few in number. Now the Jesuits who,
for the time being at least, had renounced their efforts
in Acadia, were anxious to return to North America
whose Viceroy in 1625 was their protector and friend,
the Due de Ventadour, founder of the "mysterious,
benevolent, and redoubtable" Company of the Holy
Sacrament.3 All the more reason, then, for them to
respond to the appeal of the Recollets who in this
same year offered to the newly-born Canadian Church
its first martyr in the person of Father Viel. The same
year the Jesuits arrived at Quebec where they quickly
assumed an influence which was by degrees to become
greater, especially after the year 1632 when they alone
remained to preach the Gospel to the Indians.

What other Jesuits had undertaken in the "reduc-
tions" of Paraguay, the Canadian Jesuits were to
attempt on the banks of the St. Lawrence and in the
neighbourhood of the Great Lakes. There was this
double difference, however, as will later be seen, that
the court of Versailles in no way resembled that of the
Escurial, and that New France, even when it reached
the Mississippi, was never merely a colony to be ex-
ploited.

3 Cf. Claude de Bonnault, "La Compagnie du Saint-Sacrement."
Bulletin des Recherches HistOTiques, June, 1932.